CHAPTER III
THE COURSE OF EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT

AT the close of the fifteenth century and the beginning of
the sixteenth, the period that marks the commencement
of the modern era in the world's history, the only mari-
time nations of importance in the world were the Portuguese and
the Spanish ; and the fruits of the notable discoveries then made
fell in the first instance into their hands. The course of events
showed that these two nations were rich in navigators, explorers,
and soldiers possessed of extraordinary audacity and energy, such
as have never been equalled since the time of the Norsemen.
Thus, beginning about the year 1500, they soon established them-
selves in those parts of the New World that they chose as the main
field of their activities. The question of the partition between
Spain and Portugal of the newly discovered territories was settled
in outline by Alexander VI's famous BuU in 1493 whereby were
assigned to Castile and Leon " all islands and lands to be dis-
covered in the seas to the west of a meridian line to be drawn
from the Arctic to the Antarctic Pole 100 leagues to the west of
the Cape Verde Islands and the Azores." Territories to the east
of this line were to go to Portugal. In the following year a treaty
was signed at Tordesillas between Spain and Portugal under
which the line was moved 370 leagues farther west, or some 23^
degrees in all, beyond the Azores. This revised line corresponded
roughly with the 48th meridian which traverses South America
from the mouth of the Amazon in the north to a point on the
Atlantic in the south on the coast of what is now the Brazilian
state of Parana. (See Fig. 10.)

The two interested nations, having thus delimited their
spheres, proceeded to found settlements and to conquer almost
simultaneously the territories assigned to them in the New World;
The Spanish first established themselves in the West Indies and
then used these as a base from which they sent out two streams of
conquest, one westwards and north-westwards into Central
America and Mexico, the other southwards down the Central
Andean Plateau and thence on to Chile. The Portuguese from
the first, owing to the relative proximity of Eastern South America